
6/18/1925- Hitler’s Mein Kampf is Published 

"...it (Nazi philosophy) by no means believes in an equality of races, but along with their difference it 

recognizes their higher or lesser value and feels itself obligated to promote the victory of the better and 

stronger, and demand the subordination of the inferior and weaker in accordance with the eternal will 

that dominates this universe." - Hitler states in Mein Kampf 

 

Internment Camp at Dachau  

After Hitler came to power in early 1933, the Nazis began a systematic roundup of political 

opponents and all known anti-Nazis. There were so many arrests that conventional prisons 

quickly became overwhelmed.  

A series of 'wild' concentration camps were hastily constructed by Nazi storm troopers which 

were often little more than stockades surrounded by barbed wire.  

Once inside, prisoners were subjected to harsh military style drills, random beatings and 

sometimes torture. Nazi storm troopers often held prisoners until family members could gather 

enough money to ransom them out of the camps. Thus began a lucrative practice of hauling off 

prisoners and holding them until ransom was received. 

These early, crude concentration camps were not the centralized, streamlined institutions they 

were later to become. The SA and SS, along with various Nazi agencies and local Gauleiters all 

controlled 'wild' camps and sometimes resorted to actual shooting to resolve disputes. 

In March of 1933, SS leader Heinrich Himmler became Police President of Munich and decided 

to construct a new SS run concentration camp at an unused munitions factory located twelve 

miles northwest of Munich on the Amper River. This factory in the town of Dachau contained 

old stone huts which were converted for use as a receiving area for prisoners who had been taken 

into protective custody (schutzhaft).  

To organize Dachau, Himmler chose a fanatical SS man named Theodor Eicke. Under Eicke's 

command, Dachau would become the model for all future SS run concentration camps, earning 

Eicke the nickname 'Father of the Concentration Camp System.'  

Upon first entering Dachau, a prisoner passed through an iron gate that bore the cynical Nazi 

slogan, Arbeit Macht Frei, meaning works sets you free or work liberates.  

Inside the camp, painted along the roof of a building facing the prisoners' huts was the slogan: 

"There is one way to freedom. Its milestones are: obedience, zeal, honesty, order, cleanliness, 

temperance, truth, sense of sacrifice and love for the Fatherland."  



Most of the inmates during the early days of Dachau were political prisoners. These inmates 

were never told how long they would be imprisoned, a factor that had severe negative effects on 

their morale and overall mental health. Often, their arrival at Dachau marked the first time they 

had ever been arrested or involved with police. Many had been taken into custody by the Nazis 

on vague accusations or denunciations by persons who disliked them or perhaps wanted to settle 

a score.  

Upon being hauled away the bewildered detainee would be told: "Based on Article One of the 

Decree of the Reich President for the Protection of People and State of 28 February 1933, you 

are taken into protective custody in the interest of public security and order. Reason: suspicion of 

activities inimical to the State."  

Inside Dachau the prisoners lived in long wooden huts (blocks) with each hut housing 270 

inmates. The interior of each hut was divided into five rooms, each containing two rows of 

bunks, stacked three-high, sleeping a total of 54 persons. The huts lacked adequate sanitary 

facilities, containing only twelve lavatory bowls for all 270 men.  

 

Hitler Threatens Jews during Reichstag Speech  

Appearing before the Nazi Reichstag (Parliament) on the sixth anniversary of his coming to 

power, Adolf Hitler made a speech commemorating that event and also made a public threat 

against the Jews... 

"In the course of my life I have very often been a prophet, and have usually been ridiculed for it. 

During the time of my struggle for power it was in the first instance only the Jewish race that 

received my prophecies with laughter when I said that I would one day take over the leadership 

of the State, and with it that of the whole nation, and that I would then among other things settle 

the Jewish problem. Their laughter was uproarious, but I think that for some time now they have 

been laughing on the other side of their face. Today I will once more be a prophet: if the 

international Jewish financiers in and outside Europe should succeed in plunging the nations 

once more into a world war, then the result will not be the Bolshevizing of the earth, and thus the 

victory of Jewry, but the annihilation of the Jewish race in Europe!" Adolf Hitler - January 30, 

1939 

Sound Clip- http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/timeline/threat.htm 
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